HAM PARISH COUNCIL


MINUTES OF MEETING

A meeting of Ham Parish Council took place on Monday, 9 February 2009 at 6.30pm in Ham Village Hall.

Present

Major P Dunn (Chairman), Mr N Baring, Mrs B Stevens





Mr R Forbes, Mrs S Eldridge, Mrs L Holford (Clerk)





Plus two members of the public

1. 

Apologies



Mr R Miller

2.

Minutes of meeting held 18 November 2008



The minutes were approved by the Council and signed.

3. 

Matters arising



The Clerk reported that the Information Commissioner’s Model Code of Conduct template was still to be prepared.  All other matters were covered under agenda items below. 

4.

Unitary Authority



a)
Community Area Boards



Mrs Eldridge reported on recent meetings she had attended.  New administrative areas called Community Area Boards (CAB) were being created within the new Wiltshire Council (WC) replacing the existing district and county councils.  Wiltshire County Council (WCC) had suggested various groupings of populations to form each of the CABs.  Ham along with a number of surrounding villages has been grouped with Marlborough town.  Marlborough is one of 13 pilot CABs being used to trial the various processes and structures.  Local service providers (police, fire, highways, Primary Care Trust) contribute to and are held accountable by the CAB.  Other members of the CAB include Unitary Authority, Parish and Town Councillors, Marlborough Community Areas Strategic Partnership (MCASP) and Marlborough Development Trust. Voting powers had been actively considered and were still to be resolved.



WCC were consulting on CAB boundaries.  Concerns had been raised by some of the smaller communities that Marlborough town issues – with its comparatively large population (8340) and number of UA councillors - could take priority.  Burbage Parish Council had proposed a different grouping: Burbage, the Bedwyns, Grafton, Shalbourne, Buttermere and Ham should form part of the Pewsey CAB.  This CAB would be composed exclusively of smaller villages – Pewsey (3340) being the largest.  Mrs Eldridge stressed that whatever the outcome, it would not affect other existing structures and services such as health, education, transport etc.  The Bedwyns, Grafton and Burbage had already voted to join the Pewsey CAB; Buttermere had made similar indications; Shalbourne had decided they wanted to remain with Marlborough.  Following discussions, the Council voted unanimously in favour of the Pewsey CAB.  It was felt it made geographical, demographical and representational sense.  It was noted that the decision was based on Tidworth remaining in its own local group since the nature and scale of its issues different fundamentally from Ham’s.  WCC would make its decision at the end of February.



Mr Baring proposed a vote of thanks to Mrs Eldridge for her time and commitment in attending the various meetings and for an excellent presentation.

b) Development Control Services

Mrs Eldridge and the Clerk had not been able to attend the presentation outlining the new arrangements for Development Control Services due to the bad weather.  Handouts obtained indicated that much would continue as before.  Ham would be served by an eastern area team based in Devizes and headed by Mike Wilmott.

5.

Village Green Registration



Mr Baring asked Mr Peace to outline his findings.  The registration process required proof that the green had been used for lawful sports and pastimes for a period of at least 20 years. Mr Peace had been provided with information which covered the past 15 years.  It was agreed that two other families would be approached to provide data for the missing period.
6.

Flooding


The Council still awaited the report from Kennet District Council.  The Clerk outlined the concerns raised by Mrs Wray-Roberts.  Mrs Eldridge explained that no action would be taken until the report was received.  Any action taken thereafter would be carried out in a coordinated manner so that problems were not caused elsewhere.   The Chairman agreed to speak to Mrs Wray-Roberts.

7.

Finances



The Clerk reported that grass cutting invoices (to estimate) had been paid (£305).  A new estimate had been received from AMT Services for 2009/10 which held prices to the same as the past 3 years.  The Council felt AMT continued to provide value for money and agreed to continue with the contract.  It was noted that responsibility for cutting the banks outside of Porch Cottages lay with the landlord/tenants.



The Clerk confirmed that Nigel Hawley had kindly agreed to undertake the internal audit again this year; finances were currently running to budget.  A new purchasing system was being implemented for WC and the Council’s details had been registered.

8.

Roads & Signs



Mrs Eldridge reported that the plaque had been received for the Church Road footpath gate in memory of Mr Wood.  Payment of £72.90 was approved.  Mr Godwin has kindly agreed to fix it.



It was agreed that, once two major building projects had been completed within the village, an inspection and inventory of damage to banks and verges would be made and reported to Wiltshire Highways.  The Clerk noted that West Berkshire Council’s Freight Route Network (FRN) consultation had recognised areas of concern re HGVs: increased volume on all types of road; inconsiderate behaviour; damage caused to roads and verges; farm movements.  Once the FRN is approved, other measures would be developed: resolving problems associated with satellite navigation systems; dealing with freight in unsuitable areas; restrictions; advisory signing.



Mrs Eldridge asked the Clerk to report potholes on the bends past the Village Hall.



The Clerk hoped to take up an invitation to the Parish Steward Service familiarisation day. 

9.

Bridleways & Footpaths



Mr Baring reported that the installation of two dog gates associated with the MCASP walkways improvement grant had been delayed by bad weather.

10.
Neighbourhood Watch



The Chairman reported that PC Michael Bayliss had said thefts from local farms continue.  Residents were asked to report anything suspicious.



Concern was expressed at the possibility that PC Bayliss may be posted to Afghanistan for a second time later this year.  If this became a more definite prospect, it was agreed that the Chairman would write to the Police Authority.

11.
Correspondence



Mrs Eldridge agreed to attend a meeting (10 March 2009) to discuss the Wiltshire and Swindon Link Good Neighbour Schemes.



It was agreed the Council would join the Rural Services Network, a not for profit organisation established to argue the case for rural services and their financing, to network and promote best practice.  Membership is currently free.



It was agreed that Ham would be entered in the Best Kept Village Competition in 2010 giving sufficient time to publicise and prepare.

12.
Any Other Business



The Chairman had spoken to the Shalbourne Beer Festival organisers.  The event this year will be held on a single day within Shalbourne village.



The Clerk agreed to put a sign on the skip organised for 21/22 February asking users not to dump electrical equipment (eg computers, washing machines, TVs, filament light bulbs etc) which must be disposed of at a Household Recycling Centre (Everleigh and Newbury being the nearest).



WCC are reviewing use of grit bins and intend to remove those under used.  The Clerk agreed to notify WCC that Ham Hill’s bins need replenishing and to ask that a further grit bin be considered in the vicinity of Cutting Hill/Prosperous cross roads.



The Chairman expressed his desire to resign as both Chairman and Councillor at the end of the AGM/Parish Assembly in May.  The Clerk agreed to investigate the necessary processes and timing to ensure that the correct democratic procedure to co-opt a new Councillor can be properly followed.

13.
Date of Next Meeting



The date of the next meeting is Friday, 1st May 2009 at 7.00pm in Ham Village Hall which will be the AGM followed by the Parish Assembly.



Please note that agenda items should be submitted to the Clerk seven days prior to the meeting.

The meeting closed at 8.05 pm.

Ham Parish Council

13 February 2009
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