HAM PARISH COUNCIL

CHAIRMAN’S  REPORT  (2007  -  2008)

During the past year we have held 4 Parish Meetings, a reduction of 1 over previous years.

In the course of these meetings we have discussed, apart from the usual subjects of Finance, 

Roads, Paths and Village Matters, subjects as diverse as NATS overflights in our area, organised by 

Ashmansworth Parish Council, to which we have given moral support for their Judicial Reviews and 

we obtained the services of our M.P.Michael Ancram, who spoke in the debate in The House 

Commons and mentioned Ham.

Helping to save Savernake Hospital MIU, having pledged a small sum in aid of a possible Judicial Review, apart from writing to the Prime Minister.

We have held 8 Planning Meetings which have involved 11 properties in Ham.

Tony Peace is continuing to advise the Council as to the registration of the Village Green, and I am sure you will be pleased to see the signpost has now been restored to its former glory, thanks to 

Wiltshire Highways.

The building work has now finished at Wansdyke and I hope you will enjoy the visit planned for 

Saturday, 24th May, when Vic Wheeler and Nigel Hoskins, the Manager, explain and show what 

Steve Fisher has done to his Farms.

We are again very grateful for the donation to the village by Wansdyke for the upheaval caused 

over the last few years.  This is being used for the Village Hog Roast on Sunday, 1st June, which is 

being organised by Brenda Stevens, Robert Miller and Bill Bird, and to which I hope all of you will 

come armed with table, chairs, drinks etc.

We managed to hold the 2008/09 precept to the same as 2007/08, and I am very grateful to Nigel Hawley for conducting the internal audit.

The use of the skip seemed very popular so we are having another one over the weekend of the 

Hog Roast, and propose to have one every nine months in the future.

Richard Schofield’s First Aid Courses were well attended and everyone was very complimentary 

over the cheerful and pleasant way they were conducted.

Mention must go Ron Forbes who, apart from keeping our Finance, Bridle Ways and Paths on 

course, conducted a most enjoyable village walk last winter.

His son Rob has, with Nicholas Baring, kindly undertaken the role of Warden of the Ham Nature 

Reserve.  The Reserve is well worth a visit and our thanks go to them.

Many of our Councillors have attended meetings of the Marlborough Forum, Wiltshire County 

Council “meet and greet” sessions and Neighbourhood Watch, and I am grateful to them all for their 

time and enthusiasm.

It is always a pleasure to welcome Brigadier Robert Hall and Peter Veasey to Ham and I hope they will be able to throw some light  “as to how Ham fits into the overall picture” when Wiltshire 

becomes a Unitary Authority and how a little village like ours attends CABs and suchlike.

I am sure Mary Gray will enlighten us as to the many village matters I have forgotten to mention and Michael Bayliss likewise on traffic, speeding and our, I hope, not mounting crime rate.

Finally, there are many people I should have mentioned, but I must thank Lin Holford, our Parish Clerk, for her great enthusiasm and the manner in which she keeps us all in line.

